l o c a t e d i n a plowed f i e l d near t h e e a s t e r n o u t s k i r t s of Belton, Texas.
Testing of Site 41BL260 was performed on December 8, 1987 under the auspices of 36 CFR, Part 800 to determine eligibility for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places and the cultural significance of the site. Two man-days were spent testing the site. S i t e 41BL260 is l o c a t e d e a s t of Belton, Texas about 0.25 miles s o u t h of t h e p r e s e n t FM 93 bridge over t h e Leon River ( F i g . 1 ) . The s i t e occupies a high t e r r a c e along t h e w e s t bank of t h e Leon River and is bounded on t h e e a s t by a paved road leading t o t h e Temple-Belton r e g i o n a l sewage treatment p l a n t and by p o r t i o n s of t h e Belton s a n i t a r y l a n d f i l l . The southern l i m i t s a r e d e f i n e d by t h e paved road and t h e l a n d f i l l . The n o r t h e r n and western l i m i t s a r e l o c a t e d i n a plowed f i e l d and a r e vague due t o a low concentration of p r e h i s t o r i c c u l t u r a l d e b i t a g e seen i n t h e furrows. S o i l s w i t h i n t h e f i e l d c o n s i s t of reddish-brown c l a y s u b s o i l s which have been s t a i n e d by t h e dumping of sludge onto t h e site.
Impacts t o t h e s i t e i n c l u d e e r o s i o n which has removed t h e dark upper c l a y zone t y p i c a l of t h e C e n t r a l Texas a r e a . The s i t e has a l s o been plowed f o r many y e a r s and has had sewage sludge and e f f l u e n t s plowed i n t o it. A 30 i n c h diameter p i p e l i n e c a r r y i n g raw sewage t o t h e a d j a c e n t sewage treatment p l a n t c r o s s e s t h e s i t e w i t h i n a 100-feet wide c o n s t r u c t i o n easement. Old g r a v e l q u a r r i e s t o t h e e a s t and south of t h e paved road may a l s o have removed s i g n i fi c a n t p o r t i o n s of t h e site.
This Page Redacted Per THC Policy SITE DESCRIPTION Site 41BL260 is located along a high terrace on the west side of the Leon River near its confluence with Nolan Creek. The terrace system at the site might be more aptly described as a 40 to 50 feet tall, near-vertical bluff consisting of river gravels and conglomerate. The site limit appears to have begun about 50 meters west of the river but this is largely conjecture since the area near the river was destroyed years ago by gravel quarrying operat ions.
Site limits were difficult to assess. The areas east and south of the plowed field were quarried before being used as a sanitary landfill and any evidence of prehistoric occupations has been destroyed. The plowed field does contain flint flakes scattered lightly over a large area. The field has been plowed for many years and some scattering of debitage beyond the original site limits is to be expected. Debitage was found to extend about 200 meters north-south about 50 meters east-west near the eastern edge of the field. Although debitage was not abundant anywhere, it was most noticeable in a 30 meter wide strip near the east fence and also about 50 meters north and outside the proposed right-of-way boundary.
Vegetation within the field was nonexistent due to plowing. Hackberry and cedar trees were noted along the fence rows. These species along with live oaks and cedar elms are the major arboreal species near the site area. Perhaps the earliest reported research was that of Jackson (1935) . Several reports were published on the archaeology of Aycock Shelter (Watt 1936 , Aynesworth 1936a , 1936b , Lux 1936 . Russell (1936) provided an early report on the general archaeology of the county and Watt (1937) reported on a burial site near Little River.
Any publications directly dealing with the county's archaeology during the 1940's have escaped the writer's attention and it is assumed that there was a hiatus in research during this decade. The publication of research findings resumed during the 1950s.
Holden (1951) issued a report on stone beads from the county and Miller and
Jelks (1952) reported on excavations at Belton Reservoir. Forrester (1957) reported an unknown type of implement from the county. scatter in a field which has been plowed for decades, testing plans were made to excavate backhoe trenches at 50 meter intervals near the highway centerline to test for buried deposits (Fig. 2) .
Backhoe Trench 1 was excavated at the eastern site limit adjacent to the fenceline in an area containing the most-surface evidence. This trench was 4 meters long and one meter deep and failed to reveal any burned rocks, bone, shell, snails, or lithic debitage below the 30 cm thick plow zone. The eastern edge of the trench contained a 30 cm thick plow zone of reddish clay typical of Central Texas subsoils. At 50 cm this zone changed to a reddish clay. The western portion of the trench had been excavated into furrows where sludge had been pumped and had stained the soils a blackish hue to the bottom of the trench. This staining was seen in all other units excavated into the site and has obscured the true soil colors.
A s Backhoe Trench 1 was being excavated a very concerned sewage t r e a t m e n t p l a n t manager a r r i v e d and announced t h a t a 30 inch diameter p i p e l i n e bringing raw sewage from Temple was buried w i t h i n t h e proposed right-of-way. H i s c o n s t r u c t i o n maps showed t h a t t h e p i p e l i n e crossed t h e right-of-way about 100
f e e t e a s t of t h e paved road and t h a t t h e pipe was buried w i t h i n a 100 f e e t wide c o n s t r u c t i o n easement.
The l o c a t i o n of t h i s p i p e l i n e was near where Backhoe Trench 2 was planned.
I n s t e a d of a backhoe t r e n c h i n t h i s a r e a , a 1 meter square t e s t u n i t was 
